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OER Council Memo to CCHE 
MEMO  

TO: Colorado Commission on Higher Education  

FROM: CDHE OER Council   

DATE: March 31, 2020  

RE: Official Notice for Reallocation of OER Council Funds for 2020 Conference 

The purpose of this memo is to encourage the Colorado Commission on Higher Education 

(CCHE) to act to reallocate $40,000 in funds to the Colorado Department of Higher Education's 

(CDHE) No Lapse for Learning initiative.    

 

Since 2018, CDHE has been working to assist public higher education institutions in lowering 

learning material costs by developing and expanding the use of Open Educational Resources 

(OER) in tandem with the Colorado OER Council, pursuant to HB18-1331, a bill that created the 

statewide OER Council and grant program that was informed by a 2017 CDHE report.   

 

The OER Council’s report, submitted to the Joint Budget Committee (JBC) and Education 

Committee in November 2017, found increased adoption of freely available teaching and 

learning materials could significantly benefit students through cost savings, improved learning 

and higher student retention.   

 

The OER Council budgeted $40,000 for the 2020 Conference, set to take place June 4 and 5 at 

Colorado School of Mines. Due to the public health crisis facing Colorado and the United States, 

the OER Council has decided to postpone the annual OER Conference to October 2020.  

Therefore, the OER Council would like to pledge $40,000 to the No Lapse in Learning: Laptop 

Drive. Educators are charting new territory as our higher education institutions seek to deal with 

COVID-19 and we recognize that, while the transition to remote instruction may be necessary, 

our students are at risk of being left behind because they don’t have access to the required 

technology. Providing access to technology, such as laptops and hotspots, is consistent with the 

objective of open educational resources: the cost of education should not be a barrier for 

students.   

 

The OER Council strives to make education more accessible and equitable through freely 

available teaching and learning materials. While the Council’s plans for the year have shifted due 

to the extreme circumstances, we are excited to support this program to ensure Colorado students 

continue to receive high quality education. 

     
Brittany Dudek      Emily Bongiovanni   
Chair, CDHE OER Council     Vice-Chair, CDHE OER Council  
Library Coordinator      Scholarly Communication Librarian 

Colorado Community Colleges Online   Colorado School of Mines  
 



 

 

 

Open Education Ambassadors 

Training Schedule 
 
 

Longs Peak Student Center   
West Conference Room  

4616 S Shields St  
Fort Collins, CO 80526  

  

 
  

 October 18th, 2019 
9am – 4pm   

8.30am – 9am  Check-in and light breakfast  
    

Dave Ernst ,  PhD   
Director, Center for Open  
Education Executive Director,  
Open Textbook Network   
dernst@umn.edu ; @dernst   
  

Sarah Faye Cohen   
Managing Director, Open  
Textbook Network   
sfcohen@umn.edu ;   
@thesheck   

  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  

Colorado Open Education Ambassadors   

Open Textbook Network    



 

 

9am – 9.45am  Welcome; Introductions; Workshop Goals  
  

9.45am – 10.30am   Identifying obstacles to open textbook adoptions  

10.30am – 10.45am  What does a successful program look like?   

10.45am – 11am  --Break--  

11am – 11.30am   The Open Textbook Library in-depth   
  

11.30am – 12.15pm  Workshop training on “Making the Case”  
  

12.15pm – 1pm  Lunch 

1pm – 2.15pm   Workshop training on student academic success and open  
  

2.15pm – 2.30pm   --Break--  

2.30pm – 3.30pm   Developing programs on your local campus  

• Recruitment  

• Strategies for addressing common challenges  

3.30pm – 4pm   What do I do now?  

• Workshop logistics  

• Communication   

Presenters  David Ernst, Ph.D.  
Graduate faculty and Chief Information Officer in the College of Education and 
Human Development at the University of Minnesota. David is the Director of 
the Center for Open Education and the Executive Director of the Open 
Textbook Network, which works to improve higher education through the 
advancement of open textbooks.  
  
Sarah Faye Cohen  
Sarah is a Managing Director of the Open Textbook Network. She earned her 
MS in Information Science at the University of Illinois, Urbana Champaign and 
is a graduate of Smith College. She is a two-time award winner of the  
Association of College and Research Libraries Excellence in Academic Libraries 
Award.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Governor OE Week Proclamation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, containing costs for students in higher education is paramount to the Colorado 

Department of Higher Education (CDHE) and the State of Colorado; and 

 

WHEREAS, open educational resources, practices and philosophy have inspired educators to 

innovate by reinvigorating curricula, starting free textbook campaigns and more; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Governor of Colorado has issued the zero textbook cost challenge, aiming to 

save students money on course materials while recognizing outstanding work from Colorado 

educators; and  

  

WHEREAS, expert educators from all disciplines demonstrate a willingness to continue to 

innovate their educational practices for the learning and financial benefit of the students; and  

  

WHEREAS, OER and open education practices help educators redesign approaches to teaching 

through innovative methods, supporting the transformation of education for the future of 

teaching and learning; and  

  

WHEREAS, the education community celebrates Open Education Week to raise awareness and 

showcase the impact of open education on teaching and learning worldwide;  

  

THEREFORE, I, Jared Polis, Governor of the State of Colorado, do hereby proclaim, the period 

between March 2, 2020 and March 6, 2020, as  

OPEN EDUCATION WEEK  
in the State of Colorado.                      GIVEN under my hand and the  

          Executive Seal of the State of    

J ared   Polis   
Governor   



 

 

Colorado, this second day of 

March, 2020  

Featured Events   
Monday: Beyond Free: Supporting Social Justice through Open Educational 
Practices   
  
Tuesday: Colorado’s Top 40: OER in Action   
  
Wednesday: S’MOERS: Saving Money through Open Educational Resources  
  
Thursday: Adventures in OER and Open Pedagogy   
  
Friday: CogBooks: OER and Adaptive Learning Technology  

Open Education Week 2020  
Join our great events this week!  

Open Education Week is a celebration of the global Open 
Education Movement. Its goal is to raise awareness about the 
movement and its impact on teaching and learning worldwide.   
  
Faculty, students, staff and OER advocates are celebrating by 
holding events at their campuses. See the list of events below, 
or email OER@dhe.state.co.us for more information!  
 

  

  

    

  

  

  
Creative Commons   

Attribution 4. 0   

https://www.openeducationweek.org/
https://www.openeducationweek.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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OEWeek in Colorado: a comprehensive list of Colorado events!  

Session Title 
or Event  

Speaker/Facilitator  Description  Location or Link to 
Event  

Contact for More 
Info  

 Monday, March 2nd  

  
  

“Beyond Free:  
Supporting Social 
Justice through  

Open Educational 
Practices”  

  
  

Dr. Rajiv Jhangiani,  
Kwantlen Polytechnic  
University (speaker);  

Spencer Ellis (facilitator),  
Colorado Department of  

Higher Education;  
CU-System (facilitator)  

  
During this interactive online workshop, we will 

explore the impact of open educational practices on 
access, affordability, and innovation in higher 

education. We will consider how educators can  
move beyond merely making use of free resources  
to save students money to availing of the freedoms 

of open licensing to truly transform teaching and  
learning. Whether by adopting an open textbook or 

co-creating assessments with students via open  
pedagogy, whether as part of the Governor’s ZTC 

challenge or in response to UNESCO’s recent  
recommendation on open educational resources, 

this workshop will showcase a wide range of 
practices that support both equitable access and 

pedagogical innovation.  
  
  
  

  
  

Link to live webinar:  
https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/49 

4440896  
  

Time:   
2PM - 3PM Mountain Time   

  
  

  
  

  
OER@dhe.state.co.us  

 

https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/494440896
https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/494440896
https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/494440896
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  Tuesday, March 3rd 
 

 

  
  

“Colorado’s Top  
40: OER in Action”   

  
  

Brittany Dudek – Library  
Coordinator at CCCOnline; 

and   
Holly Stevens, Patron  

Accounts Specialist, UC 
Denver  

 

Come learn about Colorado’s Top 40 -- a grant 
project providing curated OER content for Colorado 

Community College System’s Top 40 Courses.  
Faculty, inside and outside of Colorado, can use this 

content to integrate OER into their  
curriculums, and libraries can utilize to build the 

foundation for their own OER programs!  

  
Link to live webinar:   

  
https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/14 

7745921  
  

Time:  
11AM - 12PM Mountain Time   

  
  
  

  
OER@dhe.state.co.us  

  
  

  

  Wednesday, March 4th  
 

  
  
  

“S’MOERs: Saving  
Money through  
Open Education  

Resources”  
  

  
  

  
Colorado Student  

Government Coalition   

 

The Colorado Student Government Coalition is 
launching their S’MOERs campaign. They will  

engage their peers by handing out s’mores while 
raising awareness about textbook affordability and 

the role of OER.  

  
  
  

Visit for more information of 
how to get involved: 

http://masterplan.highered.col 
orado.gov/smoers  

    

  
  
  

Lobna Alsrraj   
Lobna.Alsrraj@dhe.state.co. 

us  
  

https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/147745921
https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/147745921
https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/147745921
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/smoers
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/smoers
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/smoers
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/smoers
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“CU’s OER  
Champions 

Lunch”  

  
  
  

CU-System  
 

The University of Colorado System will be 
presenting its inaugural CU OER Champion awards 
to four campus faculty. Awardees will be honored 
at a luncheon and presented with a certificate, a 

digital badge, and a $500 honorarium.  
  

  
  
  
  

Invites Only   

  
  
  

Jaimie Henthorn 
jaimie.henthorn@cu.edu  

  

 
  

“UNC All Things 
Open Campus  

Discussion: Open 
Educational  

Resource Grantee 
Panel:  

  
Select UNC 2019 OER 
grantees share their 

experiences  
  

Angela Steele (Senior Lecturer, Math) $2,000 award 
recipient who transformed a course to all OER 

resources.  
Aaron Henrichsen (Assistant Professor, Finance) 

and Chelsie Romulo (Assistant Professor,  
Geography, GIS, & Sustainability) $200 award 

stipend to review an open textbook.  
  

  
Location:  

The University Center  
  

Time:  
12:15 PM – 1:15 PM Mountain 

Time  

  
  

Jen Mayer   

Thursday, March 5th
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“Adventures in 
OER and Open 

Pedagogy”  

  
  
  

Steve Krizman, Assistant  
Professor, Journalism and  

Media Production and  
Emily Ragan, Associate  

Professor, Chemistry and 
Biochemistry  

  
  
  
  
Two 
MSU 

Denver professors will share their adventures in 
using OER and broadening their  

pedagogical strategies in their courses. Professor  
Steve Krizman will share his experience using 

hypothesis to engage students in Public Relations  
Research and Planning. Dr. Emily Ragan will share 

her experience iteratively developing a course- 
based undergraduate research experience (CURE) 

in Biochemistry II, an experience that has  
broadened the scope and student experience of 
the course. The materials she developed for the 
CURE are openly licensed and freely available.  

  

  
  
  

Location:  
SSB 211 at MSU Denver  

  
Link to Live Webinar  

https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/69 
9754652  

  
Time:   

 2:30 PM – 3:30 PM Mountain  
Time   

  

  
  
  

Emily Ragan  
eragan@msudenver.edu  

  
  
  

  

  
    

https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/699754652
https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/699754652
https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/699754652


   

 

  

  
“Odigia:  

Improving  
Outcomes,  

Engagement, and  
Affordability with 

OER”  
  

  
The CU-System will be 

facilitating a live webinar  
with Odigia  

    

Improve student engagement and outcomes with 
an ongoing cycle of learning and assessment,  

celebrating small wins along the way with positive 
real-time feedback. Join us to see  

how Odigia improves student outcomes and 
affordability with easy-to-use and easy-tocustomize 

OER courseware and assessments.  

   
  

Link:  
https://zoom.us/j/431739876  

  
Time:  

10 AM – 11 AM Mountain Time   
  
  

  
  

Jaimie Henthorn 
jaimie.henthorn@cu.edu  

  

  Friday, March 6th
   

 

  
   

  
“CogBooks: OER 

and Adaptive  
Learning  

Technology”  

  
  

  
  

The CU-System will be 
facilitating a live webinar 

with CogBooks   

 
Enhance the teaching and learning impact of OER 

with adaptive learning courseware.  CogBooks, the 
market leader in adaptive learning technology, will 

demonstrate how you can adopt ready-made  
courseware built with OER or partner to develop 
your own adaptive course using OER materials.   
CogBooks courses have been shown to improve 

student success, engagement and retention.   

  
  

  
Link:  

https://zoom.us/j/731979517  
  

Time:  
10 AM – 11 AM Mountain Time   

  
  
  

  
  

  
Jaimie Henthorn 

jaimie.henthorn@cu.edu  
  

  
  

“CSGC 
presentation at 

the CCHE  
Meeting”  

  
  
  

Colorado Commission on 
Higher Education   

  
  

The 

Colorado Student Government Coalition will be 
presenting at the CCHE meeting on topics of  
interest including their dedication for OER.  

 For more info:  
https://highered.colorado.gov/CCHE/Meetings/  

  
  
  

Call-In Number: 1-877-820- 
7831  

Participant Code: 128479#  
  

Location:  
TBD  

  
  
  

OER@dhe.state.co.us  

  
  

https://zoom.us/j/431739876
https://zoom.us/j/431739876
https://zoom.us/j/731979517
https://zoom.us/j/731979517
https://highered.colorado.gov/CCHE/Meetings/
https://highered.colorado.gov/CCHE/Meetings/


   

 

  

 

 Ongoing Open Education Week Events    

RSVP for the 
OER  
Conference June  
4thand 5th  

This spring, the Colorado Department of Higher 
Education will host the Statewide Colorado OER 
Conference to explore best practices in adoption and 
adaptation.  

RSVP here:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXvsYoNpMFZvg0bBYKN8VXtzDFf 
FV33hj9y0dlfMB5Ma5lEw/viewform  

  

Submit an OER 
Conference 
session proposal  

Are you a faculty member or a librarian who would 
like to showcase your OER work in the state? Submit 
content for a creative, educational, engaging session!  

Submit a proposal here:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwlSkc9a3995Em82ulNd2IlLDy7N 
SgFkJQy5xtee5Hn6c7zA/viewform  

Nominate 
faculty, staff, 
and institutions 
for the ZTC 
Challenge  

Get involved Governor Polis’ Zero Textbook Challenge 
no matter where you are in your OER journey! The 
Governor will recognize outstanding ZTC faculty, staff 
and programs at Colorado’s 2020 OER Conference 
June 4-5. Nominate outstanding colleagues, 
programs, and work being done in your region.   

To nominate: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTEeFfeLvOzc4NRHjGFR5_AfcsH0 
8YeVvy_qJCISVPRPCyHw/viewform  
  
For more information: http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/governor-polis-ztc-
challenge/  

Join the OER 
meme contest   

Got jokes? Submit your funniest OER meme for a 
chance to win prizes and be featured on CDHE's 
Twitter. Winners will be contacted March 13th.  

Submit a meme here:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSci28hbKPAwCfFJiu1ion2JrnYQajp7oOMJ8XpZ-
rqndSIbg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1  

http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/oer-conference/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/oer-conference/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/oer-conference/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/oer-conference/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXvsYoNpMFZvg0bBYKN8VXtzDFfFV33hj9y0dlfMB5Ma5lEw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXvsYoNpMFZvg0bBYKN8VXtzDFfFV33hj9y0dlfMB5Ma5lEw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXvsYoNpMFZvg0bBYKN8VXtzDFfFV33hj9y0dlfMB5Ma5lEw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXvsYoNpMFZvg0bBYKN8VXtzDFfFV33hj9y0dlfMB5Ma5lEw/viewform
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/oer-conference/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/oer-conference/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/oer-conference/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/oer-conference/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/oer-conference/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/oer-conference/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwlSkc9a3995Em82ulNd2IlLDy7NSgFkJQy5xtee5Hn6c7zA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwlSkc9a3995Em82ulNd2IlLDy7NSgFkJQy5xtee5Hn6c7zA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwlSkc9a3995Em82ulNd2IlLDy7NSgFkJQy5xtee5Hn6c7zA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwlSkc9a3995Em82ulNd2IlLDy7NSgFkJQy5xtee5Hn6c7zA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTEeFfeLvOzc4NRHjGFR5_AfcsH08YeVvy_qJCISVPRPCyHw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTEeFfeLvOzc4NRHjGFR5_AfcsH08YeVvy_qJCISVPRPCyHw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTEeFfeLvOzc4NRHjGFR5_AfcsH08YeVvy_qJCISVPRPCyHw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdTEeFfeLvOzc4NRHjGFR5_AfcsH08YeVvy_qJCISVPRPCyHw/viewform
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/governor-polis-ztc-challenge/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/governor-polis-ztc-challenge/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/governor-polis-ztc-challenge/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/governor-polis-ztc-challenge/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/governor-polis-ztc-challenge/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/governor-polis-ztc-challenge/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/governor-polis-ztc-challenge/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/governor-polis-ztc-challenge/
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/governor-polis-ztc-challenge/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSci28hbKPAwCfFJiu1ion2JrnYQa-jp7oOMJ8XpZ-rqndSIbg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSci28hbKPAwCfFJiu1ion2JrnYQa-jp7oOMJ8XpZ-rqndSIbg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSci28hbKPAwCfFJiu1ion2JrnYQa-jp7oOMJ8XpZ-rqndSIbg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSci28hbKPAwCfFJiu1ion2JrnYQa-jp7oOMJ8XpZ-rqndSIbg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSci28hbKPAwCfFJiu1ion2JrnYQa-jp7oOMJ8XpZ-rqndSIbg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSci28hbKPAwCfFJiu1ion2JrnYQa-jp7oOMJ8XpZ-rqndSIbg/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1


 

 

 

Monday 

2:00pm – 3:00pm  

“Beyond Free: Supporting Social Justice through Open 

Educational Practices”  

Speaker: Dr. Rajiv Jhangiani, discussion facilitation by 

Spencer Ellis  

  

Description: During this interactive online workshop, we will explore the impact of 

open educational practices on access, affordability, and innovation in higher education. We will 

consider how educators can move beyond merely making use of free resources to save 

students money to availing of the freedoms of open licensing to truly transform teaching and 

learning. Whether by adopting an open textbook or co-creating assessments with students via 

open pedagogy, whether as part of the Governor’s ZTC challenge or in response to UNESCO’s 

  

      

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
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recent recommendation on open educational resources, this workshop will showcase a wide 

range of practices that support both equitable access and pedagogical innovation.  

  
  

Attend remotely at: https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/494440896  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/494440896
https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/494440896
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Tuesday  
11:00am – 12:00pm  

“Colorado’s Top 40: OER in Action”  
  

Speakers: Brittany Dudek (CCCOnline) and Holly Stevens,  

(UC Denver)  

 

Description: Come learn about Colorado’s Top 40 – a grant project which provides the 

curated OER content for the Colorado Community College System’s Top 40 Courses, and how 

faculty inside and outside of Colorado can use this content to take their course OER, and 

libraries can build the foundation for their own OER programs!  

  

Attend remotely at: https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/147745921  

https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/147745921
https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/147745921
https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/147745921
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Wednesday  

 “S’MOERS: Saving Money through Open Educational 

Resources”   

   
  

Description: The Colorado Student Government Coalition is launching their  

S’MOERs campaign. They will engage their peers by handing out s’mores while 

raising awareness about textbook affordability and the role of OER.  

  
To Learn More:  
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/smoers  

 

  

  

http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/smoers
http://masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/smoers


 

 

 

Thursday  

2:30pm – 3:30pm  

“Adventures in OER and Open Pedagogy”  

Speaker: Dr. Emily Ragan and Professor Steve Krizman  
  

  
  

Description: Two MSU Denver professors will share their adventures in using OER and  

broadening their pedagogical strategies in their courses. Professor Steve Krizman will share his 

experience using hypothesis to engage students in Public Relations Research and Planning. Dr. 

Emily Ragan will share her experience iteratively developing a course-based undergraduate 

research experience (CURE) in Biochemistry II, an experience that has broadened the scope and 

student experience of the course. The materials she developed for the CURE are openly 

licensed and freely available.  

  

Attend remotely at: https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/699754652  

  

  

https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/699754652
https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/699754652
https://csuglobal.zoom.us/j/699754652


 

 

 

Friday  

10:00am – 11:00am  

“CogBooks: OER and Adaptive Learning Technology”  

Speaker: Facilitated by the CU-System   
  

  

Description: Enhance the teaching and learning impact of OER with adaptive learning  

courseware.  CogBooks, the market leader in adaptive learning technology, will demonstrate 

how you can adopt ready-made courseware built with OER or partner to develop your own 

adaptive course using OER materials.  CogBooks courses have been shown to improve student 

success, engagement and retention.   

Attend remotely at: https://zoom.us/j/731979517  
  

  

 

  

  

https://zoom.us/j/731979517
https://zoom.us/j/731979517
https://zoom.us/j/731979517


 

 

 

Updated List of Open Education 

Ambassadors 
 

 

 
Name Last Name Institution or Organization Email Address 

Mark Manzanares Adams State University markmanzanares@adams.edu 

Amanda Langdon Adams State University ANLangdon@adams.edu 

Katherine Parker Adams State University keparker@adams.edu 

Jeff Bullington Adams State University jsbullington@adams.edu 

Chelle Costello Aims Community College chelle.costello@aims.edu 

Catherine Glaser Aims Community College catherine.glaser@aims.edu 

James Hutchinson Aims Community College Jim.Hutchinson@aims.edu 

Susan Kendall Arapahoe Community College Susan.Kendall@arapahoe.edu 

Amanda Hardman Arapahoe Community College amanda.hardman@arapahoe.edu 

Caitrin Blake Arapahoe Community College caitrin.blake@arapahoe.edu 

Courtney Dale Arapahoe Community College courtney.dale@arapahoe.edu 

Lisa Chestnut Arapahoe Community College lisa.chestnut@arapahoe.edu 

Shannon Basher Arapahoe Community College shannon.basher@arapahoe.edu 



 

 

 

Josie Mills Arapahoe Community College josie.mills@arapahoe.edu 

Rachel Newlon Arapahoe Community College Rachel.newlon@arapahoe.edu 

Susan Stafinbil Arapahoe Community College susan.stafinbil@arapahoe.edu 

Amy Kahn CCCOnline amy.kahn@cccs.edu 

Bridgitt Mitchell CCCOnline Bridgitt.mitchell@cccs.edu 

Brittany Dudek CCCOnline brittany.dudek@cccs.edu 

Darci Duran CCCOnline darci.duran@cccs.edu 

Holly Stevens CCCOnline hstevens858@gmail.com 

Jeremy Rottini CCCOnline Jeremy.rottini@cccs.edu 

Kai Savi CCCOnline Kai.savi@cccs.edu 

Benjamin Kohntopp CCCOnline ben.kohntopp@cccs.edu 

Danen Jobe CCCS Danen.jobe@cccs.edu? 

Rebecka Cranwell CCCS rebecka.cranwell@njc.edu 

Tina Parscal CCCS Tina.parscal@cccs.edu 

Jennifer Golightly Colorado College jgolightly@coloradocollege.edu 

Cate Guenther Colorado College cguenther@coloradocollege.edu 

Michelle Romero 

Colorado Department of 
Education  romero_m@cde.state.co.us 

Reagan Harper 

Colorado Department of 
Education  Harper_R@cde.state.co.us 

Renee Martinez 

Colorado Department of 
Education  Martinez_R@cde.state.co.us 

Spencer Ellis 

Colorado Department of Higher 
Education  spencer.ellis@dhe.state.co.us 

Aparna Palmer Colorado Mesa University aparna@coloradomesa.edu 

Brittney Steale Colorado Mountain College blmiller@coloradomtn.edu 

 

Ed Chusid Colorado Mountain College echusid@coloradomtn.edu 

Katy Walker Colorado Mountain College kmwalker@coloradomtn.edu 

Liz Miller Colorado Mountain College esmiller@coloradomtn.edu 

Maureen Steep Colorado Mountain College Msteep@coloradomtn.edu 

Nicholas Swails 

Colorado Northwestern 
Community College nicholas.swails@cncc.edu 



 

 

 

Brianna Buljung Colorado School of Mines bbuljung@mines.edu 

Emily Bongiovanni Colorado School of Mines emilybongiovanni@mines.edu 

Ryan Lambert Colorado School of Mines ryandeanlambert@mines.edu 

Ana Lopez Colorado School of Mines aclopez@mines.edu 

Christopher JJ Thiry Colorado School of Mines cthiry@mines.edu 

Ben Greenlee Colorado State University ben.greenlee87@gmail.com 

Jasmine Nejad Colorado State University jasminenejad@gmail.com 

Khaleedah Thomas Colorado State University khaleedah.thomas@colostate.edu 

Medora Huseby Colorado State University Medora.Huseby@colostate.edu 

Christina Pawliuk Colorado State University christine.pawliuk@colostate.edu 

Isabel Soto-Luna 

Colorado State University - 
Pueblo isoto-luna@ppld.org 

Jonathan Poritz 

Colorado State University - 
Pueblo jonathan.poritz@gmail.com 

Lona Oerther 

Colorado State University - 
Pueblo lona.oerther@csupueblo.edu 

Jane Fraser 

Colorado State University - 
Pueblo janemfraserphd@gmail.com 

Alexis Wolstein 

Colorado State University - 
Pueblo alexis.wolstein@csupueblo.edu 

Catherine Zoerb Community College of Aurora Catherine.Zoerb@CCAurora.edu 

Kate O’Donnell Community College of Aurora Katherine.ODonnell@ccaurora.edu 

Renee Bedard Community College of Aurora renee.bedard@ccaurora.edu 

Mandy Geddes Community College of Aurora mandy.geddes@ccaurora.edu 

Dan Lawrence Community College of Aurora Daniel.Lawrence@ccaurora.edu 

Karen Danielson Community College of Denver karen.danielson@ccd.edu 

Mollye Russell Community College of Denver mollye.russell@ccd.edu 

Tina Zhao Community College of Denver tina.zhao@ccd.edu 

Son Duong Community College of Denver son.duong@ccd.edu 

Aysenur (Nur) Ozyer Community College of Denver aysenur.ozyer@ccd.edu 

Tony Contento CSU-Global tony.contento@csuglobal.edu 

Jeffrey Wahl CSU-Global jeffrey.wahl@csuglobal.edu 



 

 

 

Caronline Kulesza Fort Lewis College CAKULESZA@FORTLEWIS.EDU 

Eric Prosser Fort Lewis College ejprosser@fortlewis.edu 

Andy Dorsey Front Range Community 
College 

andy.dorsey@frontrange.edu 

Anne Marie Jacobson Front Range Community 
College 

annemarie.jacobson@frontrange.edu 

Charlie Cummings Front Range Community 
College 

Charlie.Cummings@frontrange.edu 

John Mandley Front Range Community 
College 

john.mandley@frontrange.edu 

Karen Novak Front Range Community 
College 

Karen.Novak@frontrange.edu 

Laura Wally Front Range Community 
College 

laura.wally@frontrange.edu 

 

Mandi Miller Front Range Community College Mandi.Miller@frontrange.edu 

Nicolas Pares Front Range Community College Nicolas.Pares@du.edu 

Sophia Strickfaden Johnson & Wales University sophia.strickfaden@jwu.edu 

Merrie Valliant Johnson & Wales University mvalliant@jwu.edu 

Victoria West-Pawl Johnson & Wales University vwestpawl@jwu.edu 

Dani Lolos Lamar Community College daniel.lolos@lamarcc.edu 

Emily Ragan 

Metropolitan State University of 
Denver eragan@msudenver.edu 

Chris Randell 

Metropolitan State University of 
Denver randellc@msudenver.edu 

Emily Van Buren 

Metropolitan State University of 
Denver evanbure@msudenver.edu 

Gabe Christie 

Metropolitan State University of 
Denver gchris11@msudenver.edu 

Sarah Debbek 

Metropolitan State University of 
Denver sdebbek@msudenver.edu 

Diane Watkins 

Metropolitan State University of 
Denver watkindi@msudenver.edu 

Brian Lewton Northeastern Junion College brian.lewton@njc.edu 

Chelsea Herasingh Otero Community College Chelsea.Herasingh@ojc.edu 

Lynee Beck Other lzajacbeck@ilearncollaborative.org 

Amy Filipiak Pikes Peak Community College Amy.Filipiak@ppcc.edu 



 

 

 

Marc Nash Pikes Peak Community College marc.nash@ppcc.edu 

Colleen Boyle Pueblo Community College colleen.boyle@pueblocc.edu 

Nancy Scofield Pueblo Community College Nancy.Scofield@pueblocc.edu 

Matthew Sterner-Neely Pueblo Community College matthew.sterner-neely@pueblocc.edu 

Cathee Duncan Pueblo Community College N/A 

Karen Neville Red Rocks Community College karen.neville@rrcc.edu 

Linda Rowley Trinidad State Junior College Linda.Rowley@trinidadstate.edu 

Mike Klymkowsky University of Colorado Michael.Klymkowsky@Colorado.EDU 

Adam Beaver University of Colorado - Boulder Adam.Beaver@colorado.edu 

Brooke Ketels University of Colorado - Boulder brooke.huibregtse@colorado.edu 

Geoffrey Rubinstein University of Colorado - Boulder geoffrey.rubinstein@colorado.edu 

Jacie Moriyama University of Colorado - Boulder moriyama@colorado.edu 

Leá Norcross University of Colorado - Boulder lea.norcross@colorado.edu 

Merinda McLure University of Colorado - Boulder merinda.mclure@colorado.edu 

Melissa Cantrell University of Colorado - Boulder melissa.cantrell@colorado.edu 

Amanda McAndrew University of Colorado - Boulder amanda.mcandrew@colorado.edu 

Caronline Sinkinson University of Colorado - Boulder caroline.sinkinson@colorado.edu 

Jacqueline Crouch 

University of Colorado - Colorado 
Springs jcrouch@uccs.edu 

Sharon Stevens 

University of Colorado - Colorado 
Springs sstevens@uccs.edu 

Shaw Ketels University of Colorado - Denver ketels@colorado.edu 

Ellen Metter University of Colorado - Denver ellen.metter@ucdenver.edu 

Brad Hinson University of Colorado - Denver  BRAD.HINSON@UCDENVER.EDU 

Ellie Svoboda University of Colorado -Anschutz elizabeth.svoboda@cuanschutz.edu 

 

Kira Litvin University of Colorado -
Anschutz 

kira.litvin@cuanschutz.edu 

Lisha Bustos University of Colorado -
Anschutz 

lisha.bustos@cuanschutz.edu 

Michael Lampe University of Colorado -
Anschutz 

michael.lampe@cuanschutz.edu 

Ben Harnke University of Colorado -
Anschutz 

ben.harnke@ucdenver.edu 



 

 

 

Deborah Keyek-Franssen University of Colorado Systems  deblkf@cu.edu 

Shimelis Assefa University of Denver Shimelis.Assefa@du.edu 

Michelle Kruse-Crocker University of Denver Michelle.Kruse-Crocker@du.edu 

Elias Trucks University of Denver Elia.Trucks@du.edu 

Jennifer Mayer University of Northern Colorado jennifer.mayer@unco.edu 

Stephanie Wiegand University of Northern Colorado Stephanie.wiegand@unco.edu 

Kathleen Kinkema Western Colorado University kkinkema@western.edu 

Dustin Fife Western Colorado University dfife@western.edu 

Meg Brown-Sica z-OER Council Member meg.brown-sica@colostate.edu 

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

WoW Award Winners Press Release 

Announcing 2019  

WOW Award Winners  

WCET Announces the 2019 WCET 

Outstanding Work  

Award Winners 
WCET is pleased to announce the recipients of the 2019 WCET Outstanding Work 

awards: the Colorado Department of Higher Education’s OER Council, Granite State 

College, and Rio Salado College.  

Contact: Lindsey Downs, Assistant Director of Communications, Community, and Social  

Media, WCET 303-541-0234  

Boulder, CO – Since 2004, WCET (the WICHE Cooperative for Educational Technologies) 

has presented the WCET Outstanding Work (WOW) award to colleges, universities, and 

organizations who implement exceptionally creative, technology-based solutions to 

contemporary challenges in higher education. The WOW awards help WCET meet its mission of 

promoting innovative and effective practice by providing exemplary programs as models for the 

higher education community to adapt for their own students and faculty.  

The three 2019 WOW award recipients have all implemented solutions in areas shown to have 

impact on student success.  

• Colorado Department of Higher Education OER Council: OER Grant 

Program  

• Granite State College: Distance-Based Teacher Preparation  

• Rio Salado College: Dynamic Assessment Data Display  

“This year, like every year, judging the submissions for the WOW awards was a challenge.” Said 

Kara Monroe, the Provost and Senior Vice President of Ivy Tech Community College and the 

Chair of this year’s WOW Committee. “All of the submissions were outstanding. The selected 

  

https://wcet.wiche.edu/initiatives/wcet-awards/WOW-Award
https://wcet.wiche.edu/initiatives/wcet-awards/WOW-Award
https://wcet.wiche.edu/initiatives/wcet-awards/WOW-Award


 

 

 

recipients represent a set of proposals that highlight true innovation in higher education and a 

commitment to student success.”  

The WOW awardees will be recognized by WCET’s community of higher education innovators 

during the 2019 WCET Annual Meeting, November 5th through the 7th in Denver, CO.  

The 2019 WOW Award winners:  

Colorado Department of Higher Education OER  

Council: OER Grant Program  

  

In Colorado today, more than 60 percent of students enrolled at public institutions graduate with 

debt. In order to address this issue, the State identified affordability, cost containment, and 

innovation as strategic goals. In 2017, the legislature created the Open Educational Resources 

(OER) Council to develop a foundation for institutions to leverage state resources and resident 

experts in pursuit of these goals. The outreach and grant initiatives the council has developed 

serve on-campus and online learners, as well as instructors and faculty who pursue innovative 

practices in teaching and learning.  

The OER Council administers a statewide OER grant program, advises on OER policy, and 

fosters innovative OER practices at institutions across the state. Although in its early stages, the 

OER Council has already had a positive impact on Colorado and its postsecondary students. An 

OER study formed the groundwork for substantial legislative support; robust goals and a solid 

evaluation plan are shaping statewide outreach, events, and the grant program, and the work has 

inspired campus investments. The preliminary OER Council conducted a statewide OER 

awareness survey to inform recommendations for moving forward with a statewide OER 

initiative. Key goals and outcomes identified both by the OER Council and the Department 

include a positive return on the state’s investment of financial resources, including saving 

students money on course material costs, and adoption in high-enrollment, highcost, and gateway 

courses, or those with high drop/fail/withdraw rates. The work of the Colorado OER Council is a 

https://wcet.wiche.edu/events/annual-meeting
https://wcet.wiche.edu/events/annual-meeting
https://wcet.wiche.edu/events/annual-meeting


 

 

 

significant contribution to the field of technology-enhanced higher education practice because its 

story is a true lesson in using civic engagement to innovate with OER. The work demonstrates 

the power of the community and what can be accomplished when an organized group of 

professionals enters into a project with determination, conviction, and sound data. The Colorado 

OER Council’s contribution is of historic significance to the state--it represents a pivotal 

moment, when education technology’s impact and potential for addressing specific issues such as 

affordability sets a precedent for higher education policy makers’ approaches to advocating for 

state financial resources in trying times.  

Press Contact: Megan McDermott 

megan.mcdermott@dhe.state.co.us 303-974-2495  

  

 


